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Qualifying programme
BSc (Hons) Occupational Therapy

Duration of Programme
3 years 

Programme starts
September 2011

Number of places available
60 full-time

About the area
The campus is located seven miles north of Belfast on the shore 
of Belfast Lough, Carrickfergus, with its 12th century castle, is a 
few miles along the Lough. The proximity to Belfast is a major 
attraction for students, who often choose to live in the city and 
travel to the campus by rail, bus or taxi.

About the programme/university
The University of Ulster has an excellent reputation as being a 
modern, progressive and entrepreneurial university and has been 
in the top 10 UK universities  for several years.
The Learning Resource Centre offers hi-tech learning and 
studying facilities. There are plenty of cafes, sandwich bars and 
restaurants at which to meet and relax with friends. There are 
two banks, students’ union, sports centre with excellent, state of 
the art sports facilities, health centre, welfare services, a crèche, 
playgroup, and chaplain’s offi ce. Accommodation
is available on and off campus.

Key features of the programme
In year one students are introduced to the philosophical and 
theoretical bases for occupational therapy. The use of occupation 
as a core element of professional practice is embedded 
throughout the programme. Students are provided with the skills 
and knowledge to practice as refl ective occupational therapists.
In year two, the focus is on occupational therapy in specifi c 
environmental contexts, such as the community, and with 
specifi c client groups for example children and mental health.
In year three, the focus is on evidence-based practice in relation 
to a range of interventions used by occupational therapists in a 
wide range of health, social care and role-emerging contexts. 
Students will study: Innovations and diversity in occupational 
therapy practice and Vocational rehabilitation in Occupational 
Therapy amongst other modules. A diverse range of teaching, 
learning and assessment methods are used to deliver the course 
and encourage the students to become independent learners in 

their fi nal year. Opportunity to participate in inter-professional 
learning and shared learning with other professions is integrated 
throughout the course. E-learning, practice & enquiry based 
learning and the use of multi-media are some of the range of 
delivery approaches used. For no additional fee, students also 
have the opportunity to obtain Certifi cates in Personal  and 
Professional Development and Entrepreneurship Studies.

Professional Practice Placements
Students are required to successfully complete 1000 hours of 
professional practice placements. Placements are carried out in 
each year of the course in a variety of settings throughout the 
United Kingdom and Ireland. A role-emerging placement, to 
explore new work opportunities for graduates is included in year 
3. There are also opportunities for elective placements outside 
the British Isles in year 3.

How to apply
Applications must be made through the Universities and 
Colleges Admission Service (UCAS).

Application and interview process
A selection test must be completed in January 2011. This will 
cost Approx. £90 and assesses interpersonal understanding, 
critical reasoning and written communication.

Funding
Funding is provided by the Department of Health to cover 
university fees.
Applicants may also apply to their Education & Library board for 
means tested bursaries.

Standard entry requirements
GCSE 
Candidates must satisfy the general entry requirements for a fi rst 
degree course and have obtained a Grade C or above in GCSE 
Mathematics or equivalent.

GNVQ/AVCE 
Vocational Double Award plus A-level – BBB
B Tec National Diploma – DIST, DIST, MERIT
International Baccalaureate – 33 points
NCEA National Diploma – 75%
Higher national Diploma –
3 Distinctions in fi nal year, remaining units at Merit

ACCESS 
Pass in all subjects with an average of 70% and a pass in GCSE 
Maths at Grade C in a Maths Module

SCOTTISH HIGHERS 
AABCC

IRISH LEAVING CERT 
BBBBB at higher level

Information regarding non standard entry 
requirements
Mature students will be asked to provide evidence of recent 
study at an appropriate level.
Contact the Faculty of Life & Health Sciences for further 
information.

Overseas applicants
UCAS will forward applications to the university for overseas 
applicants from non-EU countries

Post qualifying programmes
Postgraduate programmes in occupational therapy (MPhil and 
PhD) are available. The Masters in Clinical Research provides 
formalised training in clinical research. The MSc in Health 
Sciences is currently under review but provides a research 
based multidisciplinary programme designed to facilitate 
evidence-based practice and clinical effectiveness and provide 
opportunities for advanced specialist study.

International/EU links
International research collaborations are being developed and 
have included exchange visits to sites in Helen Hayes Hospital, 
New York; the University of Chicago; the University of Otago, 
New Zealand and Long Port Inc. USA. University of California 
(UCLA) University of Pittsburgh & Georgia Tech, USA; Monash 
University (Australia). 

Research profi le
We have a vibrant, rapidly developing research profi le. Core 
areas of research expertise are: seating and wheelchair systems; 
interface pressure measurement; prevention of pressure ulcer 
development; and caregiver health and well-being. Current 
programmes of research are also offered in conjunction with 
local healthcare companies through the Knowledge Transfer 
Partnerships (KTP) programmes, Fusion and Co-operative 
Awards in Science and Technology (CAST). Occupational Therapy 
research is leading the 
development of a spin 
out seating company.

University of Ulster
Shore Road
Newtownabbey
Co Antrim 
Northern Ireland
BT37 0QB

www.ulster.ac.uk

Contacts
Jackie Casey 
Tel:  02890368042
Email: j.casey2@ulster.ac.uk  
Fax: 02890 366207

Links with the professional body

• 100% of students are BAOT members

• Programme Lead is an occupational therapist
  
• All 11 occupational therapy teaching staff are
 members of BAOT

• Other professions contribute to the programme:   
 Physiotherapy, Radiography, Psychology, Sociology   
 & communications, Speech & Language Therapy

• 90 APPLE accredited Practice Placement    
 Educators.

• Staff belonging to specialist sections:
 (1)  Children Young People & Families
 (1)  Housing
 (1)  Mental Health
 (1)  HIV/AIDS, Oncology and Palliative Care
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